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Their beauty and the recreational opportunities that abound make the Southern Blue Ridge Mountains one
of the most sought-after destinations in America for tourists, retirees, outdoor enthusiasts, second-home
builders and others looking for a temperate climate with four seasons.

Over the past 20 to 30 years, newcomers have put enormous pressure on the available land in part because
a fair amount of it is steep and rugged N making it expensive and imprudent, from an environmental
standpoint, to build on it.

As a result, land values have skyrocketed. More

and more farmland, land containing rare, unique Related Stories

o r— .

- species and ecosystems, and land that once e More Latinos in WNC now have their own
dﬂ? f e made up the scenic views that draw so many farms
{ people is being gobbled up for development. e Migrants grow American dreams

AN EPISCOPAL RETIREMENT ;
The landscape is being changed forever in ways Related Topics

that undermine the very qualities that make it a o Science/Technology - Agriculture, Science
special place and a sought-after destination.

Or visit us online at
“’Y“T“‘Y- deel'ﬁ (:‘ld“'TnC. 0' rg conservation groups, has a five-year goal to

protect 50,000 acres in Western North Carolina,
working through willing landowners, in an effort to
save much of what is being lost.

powered by topix
Blue Ridge Forever, a coalition of 13 land

Urgent need

Earlier this month Blue Ridge Forever released a new report outlining 28 areas in Western North Carolina in
urgent need of protection.

The report, called a Conservation Vision for Western North Carolina, is the product of two years of
collaboration among the land conservation organizations as well as some of the regionOsand stateOdeading
conservation thinkers, biological experts, agricultural specialists and cultural researchers.

It will help guide the land trusts as they decide where to commit resources in a race against time to protect
the worldOsichest remaining temperate forest, according to a Blue Ridge Forever press release.

The report is valuable because it points to the areas that meet at least three of the following criteria:
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¥It has national or state significant ecological qualities.

¥t has high quality waters or a significant water supply.

¥t is important to the connectivity of the landscape N linking protected lands and habitats together.
¥t is of cultural and economic importance, including exceptional scenic views.

¥t contains significant tracts of working forests or farms.

OWittpopulation and development growing at unprecedented rates in Western North Carolina, land trusts
are having to take a broader look at where they invest their limited resources,Osaid Phyllis Stiles, campaign
director for Blue Ridge Forever. OThdands we lose or protect this decade will define the region for
generations to come.O

The 28 areas include viewsheds from the Appalachian Trail and Blue Ridge Parkway, farming communities
in Fairview, Spring Creek and Sandy Mush, among others, headwaters and river basins, and areas with
special ecological communities.

OOuregion contains assemblages of species and habitats found nowhere else in the world,Osaid Carolyn
Wells, an endangered species biologist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. OManyof the places that
support these natural resources do not occur on federal- or state-owned lands, but occur instead on
privately owned lands with no form of protection from development. From cool, swift flowing trout waters to
habitats for our most imperiled endangered species, without the various forms of protection that the Blue
Ridge Forever Coalition is aiming to provide, these places are likely to be lost forever.O

Private funds

Blue Ridge Forever will need to raise substantial amounts of private capital and use it to leverage public
funds in order to achieve its goal of protecting the 28 areas identified in its vision. One dollar may leverage
as much as 11 additional dollars for land protection, according to the coalition. It will also need to rely on
donors to willingly place their land under conservation easements.

By protecting these precious land resources, we preserve access to fresh, locally grown food. We protect
crucial water resources. We safeguard the precious views and landscape that draw millions of tourist dollars
to the region every year. And we ensure that the resources and beauty we enjoy are around for the benefit
of the next generation as well.

There are many ways to help. You can do so by donating to the collective Blue Ridge Forever campaign,
joining your local land trust, contacting elected officials and letting them know you support conservation, and
by permanently protecting your own land with a conservation easement.

The time to save many of these areas is quickly running out. Before doing so becomes cost prohibitive,
please do all you can to support Blue Ridge ForeverOseffort to preserve the unique and wonderful qualities
about the region we are blessed to call home.
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